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of ease, can incline me to enter into the destruction of
the empire. Lord North frequently says that the advan-
tages to be gained by this contest never could repay the
expense. I own that anv war, be it ever so successful, if
a person will sit down and weigh the expense, they will
find, as in the last, that it has impoverished the state
enriched; but this is only weighing such events in the
scale of a tradesman behind his counter. It is necessary
for those whom Prevalence has placed in my station to
weigh whether expenses, though very great, are not some-
times necessary to prevent what would be more ruinous
than any loss of money. The present contest with
America, I cannot help saying, is the most serious in
which any country was ever engaged. It contains such
a train of consequences that they must be examined to
feel its real weight. Whether the laying a tax was
deserving all the evils that have arisen from it, I should
suppose no man could allege without being thought (more)
fit for Bedlam than a seat in the senate; but step by step
the demands of America have risen. Independence is
their object, which every man not willing to sacrifice
every object to a momentary and inglorious peace must
concur with me in thinking this country can never sub-
mit to. Should America succeed in that, the West Indies
must follow, not in independence, but for their own in-
terest they must become dependant on America: Ireland
would soon follow ; and this island, reduced to itself,
would be a poor island indeed.

June 12. 1779.

AMERICA, from distress, begins to feel; and gentlemen
who pretend to be Englishmen are bringing forward
questions only to raise the drooping spirit of America 1
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